io8             Inequality of Church livings,       [A.D. 1772.
' No, Sir, it is not a heinous sin. A heinous sin is that for which a man is punished with death or banishment1.' Bos-WELL. ' But, Sir, after I had argued that it was not an heinous sin, an old clergyman rose up, and repeating the text of scripture denouncing judgement against whoremongers3, asked, whether, considering this, there could be any doubt of fornication being a heinous sin.' JOHNSON. ' Why, Sir, observe the word whoremonger. Eveiy sin, if persisted in, will become heinous. Whoremonger is a dealer in whores *, as ironmonger is a dealer in iron. But as you don't call a man an ironmonger for buying and selling a pen-knife; so you don't call a man a whoremonger for getting one wench with child4.'
I spoke of the inequality of the livings of the clergy in England, and the scanty provisions of some of the Curates. JOHNSON. 'Why yes, Sir; but it cannot be helped. You must consider, that the revenues of the clergy are not at the disposal of the state, like the pay of the army. Different men have founded different churches; and some are better endowed, some worse. The State cannot interfere and make an equal division of what has been particularly appropriated. Now when a clergyman has but a small living, or even two small livings, he can afford very little to a curate.'
He said, he went more frequently to church when there were prayers only, than when there was also a sermon, as the people required more an example for the one than the other; it being much easier for them to hear a sermon, than to fix their minds on prayer.
On Monday, April 6, I dined with him at Sir Alexander
1 In his Dictionary he defines heinous as atrocious; -wicked in a high degree,
3 Ephesian$,\. 5.
8 His second definition of whoremonger is one who converses with a fornicatress.
* It must not be presumed that Dr. Johnson meant to give any countenance to licentiousness, though in the character of an Advocate he made a just and subtle distinction between occasional and habitual transgression. BOSWELL.                       ..          •>•-.
Macdonald's,pson, ftrtihtthner of divmiiy. w.r. -1 to the privileges of a preacher.1     tiuy Manmrtth:, rhap, ii,. He returned to Edinburgh to college. He had hardly a word of Latin, and was obliged to work hard with a private tutor.'
